
Activist on behalf of 
the Downwinders
The story of Tina Cordova, who founded the Tularosa Basin 
Downwinders Consortium with Fred Tyler in 2005.
By Joshua Wheeler and Reto Sterchi (Photo), 16.10.2021

Tina Cordova.

Tina’s father, Anastacio, was 4 years old when the bomb went op 40 miles 
from his home in Tularosa. Ager bouts with krostate and ton7ue cancer, he 
eventually died when the cancer skread to his nec1 at the a7e of R3. Tina’s 
mother, 9osalie, also battled mouth cancer.
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Tina was dia7nosed with thyroid cancer when she was zx. These illnesses 
and nearly a doqen other cancer dia7noses in her eNtended family su77ested 
they had supered the same conseUuences from fallout as other Americans 
who lived near atomic weakons testin7 sites in Hevada and Mtah. -owever, 
no one was tal1in7 about fallout in Hew SeNico. As a result, Tina founded 
the Tularosa Basin Downwinders Consortium with Fred Tyler in 2005. As a3
 leader of this 7rouk, Tina has testi4ed before Con7ress, sko1en to countless 
classrooms and townhalls, and been instrumental in chan7in7 the narrative 
around the fallout from the Trinity test. 5he’s now 47htin7 to kass le7islati3
on to comkensate victims of the nuclear weakons industry in Hew SeNico.
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