
“An apology would 
mean peace of mind, in 
a way”
The story of Stella Aguilar.
By Joshua Wheeler (Text) and Reto Sterchi (Photo), 16.10.2021

Stella Aguilar.

Stella was 10 years old when the bomb exploded, living in the village of La 
Luz, 60 miles from Trinity. Her father was oj cghting the war so it was “ust 
her mother Iaring for Stella and her three younger siblings. kThe only thing 
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M Ian remember is that the house was shaWing real funny. ”y mom “umped 
out of bed and M followed her. ’e were looWing out the WitIhen window. 
The whole sWy looWed red. M thought it was a cre but my mom said it was 
not a cre.7

k’e raised most of the vegetables on our land. ’e had a lot of fruit and 
IhiIWens. The milW that we dranW was from one of our neighbors that had 
a Iow.7

Stella4s mother and aunt both developed enlarged thyroids at a young age. 
Stella eventually had a tumor on her thyroid. Her daughter Iurrently taWes 
mediIation for her thyroid and her grandson was born without any thyroid 
at all. Stella4s sister, who was B when the bomb went oj, died from IanIer, as 
did Stella4s husband who was raised in Tularosa and was 1  when the bomb 
went oj. kThe Iompensation money wouldn4t have paid for even one month 
of healthIare for my husband. ut if the government were to aIWnowledge 
or apologize, M thinW it would mean peaIe of mind, in a way.7
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