
“The world is coming to 
an end”
The story of Henry Herrera.
By Joshua Wheeler (Text) and Reto Sterchi (Photo), 16.10.2021

Henry Herrera.

Henry was 11 years old and living in Tularosa when the bomb went o5 about 
0, miles northwest of his home. He thought to himself“ cthe world is -om”
ing to an end.k He wat-hed the -loud of fallout move toward the mountains 
to the northeast and then the darp -loud shi…ed south“ -ame ba-p toward 
Tularosa.

REPUBLIK republik.ch/2021/10/16/the-world-is-coming-to-an-end 1 / 2

https://www.republik.ch/~retosterchi
https://www.republik.ch/2021/10/16/the-world-is-coming-to-an-end


He remembers that the fallout cwas on our roofs“ our gardens“ milp -ows“ 
rabbits“ Aigs“ turpeys“ and -hi-pens B all we had was rain water from the 
-istern and dit-h water. %ll the debris from our roof was in our -istern a…er 
the &rst rainfall.k

Henry &rst got -an-er of the salivary gland. The radiation treatment -aused 
osteo”radio ne-rosis and damage to his -arotid artery. His brother died of 
-an-er. 'oth of his sisters are -an-er survivors.
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