
“This area was in the 
war long before the 
war”
The story of Jolene Dalton-Maes.
By Joshua Wheeler (Text) and Reto Sterchi (Photo), 16.10.2021

Jolene Dalton-Maes.

Jolene was only 2 years old living on the corner of Vermont and 16th in Ala-
mogordo when the bomb went ou. Alamogordo is near Trinity bkt there was 
never mkch tal“ of fallokt in the town. I,t was a government town”B Jolene 
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says. IAlamogordo and the Tklarosa ’asin were in the war long before the 
war”B she says” referring to the regionSs history of military activity. zhe says 
the amoknt of money brokght into the local economy by the military made 
it taboo for anyone in the area to criticipe the bomb. ,n fact” the bomb was 
chamCioned as the best thing that ever haCCened to Alamogordo when the 
city changed its nic“name to Iatomic cityB.

Thokgh Jolene doesnSt remember mkch abokt the actkal atom bomb test” 
she says her family certainly got Crodkce from rkral areas and all their mil“ 
from Rity Dairy” which serviced most of Alamogordo ksing cows from rkral 
areas near Tklarosa and Three 5ivers” where skbstantial fallokt was well 
dockmented.

IThere was no cancer in my family”B Jolene says” Iand then my mother was 
0E when she was diagnosed with breast cancer. 7ventkally she died from it 
at age WE. , had breast cancer. 9as diagnosed at 06. ’een in remission for 
21 years. My yoknger sister had a rare ovarian cancer and died of that. My 
dakghter is tyCe 1 diabetic. zhe was x when she was diagnosed. ,Sm convin-
ced that my e Coskre to radiation helCed cakse that.B
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