
“We’ve been totally 
ignored. Overlooked”
The story of Bernice Gutierrez.
By Joshua Wheeler (Text) and Reto Sterchi (Photo), 16.10.2021

Bernice Gutierrez.

Bernice was only 8 days old when the bomb went o4 less than 0C miles west 
from her home in “arrizozo. Iv neger heard a thin, about the test”k she says. 
Iv Hnew the bomb had been tested there but my family did not talH about 
it.k
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1er mother and brother were dia,nosed with thyroid cancer in the 9xxCs. 
1er endocrinolo,ist asHed if her family had eger been epEosed to radiation. 
’pEosure to fallout from nuclear weaEons is a Erogen risH factor for thyroid 
cancer” and a common dia,nosis aOer such epEosure. Bernice-s dau,hter 
also egentually degeloEed thyroid cancer. 2n the adgice of her doctor” Ber6
nice had her thyroid ,land remoged in SC9S.

Bernice set about researchin, her family-s sicHness from epEosure to fall6
out. 1er mother was one of 99 children” all born or raised in “arrizozo” 0C6
 miles from Trinity. ’ach of those 99 siblin,s who had children hage had at 
least one child dia,nosed with cancer or brain tumors. vn all” SC members 
of her family from the area had di4erent cancers with j dyin, from them. 
9S family members hage had non6cancerous radiation related sicHness liHe 
thyroid disease. Whe says the research is time consumin, and traumatic. 
Ivt-s almost liHe a full6time ob ,htin, this battle. e-ge been totally i,no6
red. 2gerlooHed.k
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